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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351 (a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21(2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims 1-3, 1 1, 14-18, and 20 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being 
anticipated by Brooks et al. (US 2002/0090947). 

Regarding claims 1,10, Brooks teaches in a wireless communication system 
wherein a call is established between a mobile unit and one or more participating units, 
and wherein a service interruption is detected to the mobile unit during the call, yielding 
a suspended call (section 7), a method comprising: monitoring for a reconnect message 
issued from the mobile unit, defining a mobile-originated reconnect (MORC) message 
(sections 22 and 24); and if a MORC message is received before expiration of a waiting 
period, reconnecting the mobile unit to the suspended call, yielding a connected call 
(sections 26-28). 

Regarding claim 2, Brooks teaches performed by a mobile switching center 
(MSC) serving the mobile unit when the service interruption is detected (section 26). 

Regarding claim 3, Brooks teaches further comprising ending the call if a MORC 
message is not received before expiration of the waiting period (section 26). 
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Regarding claim 11, Brooks teaches wherein the step of issuing a MORC 
message is accomplished automatically responsive to detecting the service interruption 
(section 31). 

Regarding claim 14, Brooks teaches wherein the step of issuing a MORC 
message includes sending a message including a session identifier associated with the 
suspended call (sections 17, 21, and 22). 

Regarding claim 15, Brooks teaches wherein the step of issuing a MORC 
message includes sending a message including a mobile unit identifier associated with 
the mobile unit (sections 17, 21, and 22). 

Regarding claim 16, Brooks teaches wherein the step of issuing a MORC 
message includes sending the MORC message to a serving mobile switching center 
(section 26). 

Regarding claim 17, Brooks teaches method comprising a mobile unit, 
responsive to detecting a service interruption in a call (sections 20-22 and 26), 
performing steps of: prompting a user of the mobile unit to select a reconnection 
(section 5); detecting user selection of a reconnection, defining a user-selected option 
(sections 26-28); and sending a message informing a serving mobile switching center 
(MSC) of the reconnection (section 26). 

Regarding claim 18, Brooks teaches wherein the step of detecting a user- 
selected option comprises detecting user selection of a mobile-originated reconnect 
(MORC) option, the step of sending a message comprising sending a mobile-originated 
reconnect (MORC) message to the serving MSC (sections 26-28). 
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Regarding claim 20, Kindo teaches sending a signal to the user informing the 
user of a service interruption comprising an audio indicator that may be played to the 
user indicating that service was interrupted (section 7) 

Claim Rejections • 35 USC § 103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

4. Claims 4 and 19 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brooks et al. in view of Awasthi et al. (US 2005/0070286). 

Regarding claims 4 and 19, Brooks teaches all the limitations above except 
monitoring for a message issued from the mobile unit declining a reconnect attempt, 
defining a reconnect decline message; and ending the call if a reconnect decline 
message is received before expiration of the waiting period. 

However, the preceding limitations are known in the art of communications. 
Awasthi teaches sending a code recognized by the system to terminate reconnect 
attempts before the predetermined time to reconnect is expired (section 23). Therefore, 
it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention; 
to implement the technique of Awasthi within the system Brooks in order that in the 
situation where one or more reconnect attempts are made unsuccessful, the calling 
party can terminate the attempt at reconnecting, and has access to the call party's voice 
mail. 



Application/Control Number: 10/761,067 Page 5 

Art Unit: 2681 

5. Claims 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Brooks et al. in view of Moriguchi et al. (US 2004/0203918). 

Regarding claim 13, Brooks teaches all the limitations above except the mobile 
unit: displaying reconnect options to a user, the reconnect options including a mobile- 
originated reconnect (MORC) option; and monitoring for user selection of the MORC 
option, the step of issuing a MORC message being accomplished responsive to 
detecting user selection of the MORC option. 

However, the preceding limitations are known in the art of communications. 
Moriguchi teaches that the control of the portable unit obtains the reconnection reporting 
data and displays the time to perform reconnection such as it is possible to reconnect 
the line after 1 minute (sections 182 and 186). Therefore, it would have been obvious to 
one of ordinary skill in the art, at the time of the invention, to implement the technique of 
Moriguchi within the system of Brooks in order to display the time to reconnect the 
wireless unit after disconnection and output the above announcement by superimposing 
it on the user's voice of the portable telephone. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

6. Claims 5-9 and 1 1 are objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base 
claim, but would be allowable if rewritten in independent form including all of the 
limitations of the base claim and any intervening claims. 
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Conclusion 

7. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 



Burritt et al. 

Yokota 

Choy et al. 

Merritt 

Chun 

Hellander 

Tamiguchi 



US 2004/0235509 
US 6,058,320 
US 6,032,040 
US 2005/0054339 
US 2002/0068586 
US 6,445,918 
US 5,802,472 



11/25/2004 
05/02/2000 
02/29/2000 
04/10/2005 
06/06/2002 
09/03/2002 
09/01/1998 



8. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Jean A. Gelin whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
7842. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:30 AM to 7:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, George Eng can be reached on (571) 272-7495. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 



JGelin 

October 28, 2005 



JEAN GEL IN 
PRIMARY EXAMINER 




